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abandoned to all that misery and want which many loyalists ex- 
perience, unless you, in your noble generosity and compassion to 
such a character, should render him that assistance and relief that 
his merit challenges. 

Mr. Welch, our mercantile correspondent before the war, and 
Mr. James Wormeley, a brother of mine, who has only a pitiful 
position of a temporary kind from government, and who is excluded 
by proclamation from returning to Virginia, will apply to you for 
us and receive the money which may be paid for the negroes. 

I trust you will lay the case before the Lords of the Treasury. 
By your interference, and from the justness of the case, I flatter 
myself that we may have some, though inadequate, satisfaction for 
our hopes. 

This letter Mr. Thos. Corbin will have the honor of delivering to 
your excellency and papers relative to me. Suffer me to mention 
this gentleman particularly to you. He has been in Britain the 
last five years, and in the army. He returned hither in conse- 
quence of peace, and is obliged immediately to leave the country. 
He is the son of the Hon. Richard Corbin, who was one of the 
King's Council and his Majesty's Receiver-General of quit rents; 
as faithful a servant as the crown ever had, he is, or rather was, 
under the former government a man of the first consequence in 
the country; a man of fortune, affluence and family. 

I shall detain you no longer than while I refer you for my char- 
acter (you may have forgotten me) to these respectable gentlemen: 
Gen. Tryon, Lord Mulgrove, Sir Robert Eden and Col. George 
Darner. They know it so well as to know and say that no paper I 
have attested is false. I have the honor, with every consideration 
of respect and esteem, to be 

Tour excellency's most obdt. and most obliged humble servant. 
Signed, Ralph Wormeley, Jr. 

To Hon. Charles James Fox, Secretary of State, London. 
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Lewis Burwell's Bond to Edmund Berkeley. 

[A true copy of a document in possession (1897) of Major Wm. N. Berke- 
ley, of Charlottesville, Ya., endorsed "ffather Burwell's obligat. to be ans bl6 
fdr land when sold." Feancis L. Bebkeley. October 18, 1897.] 
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Whereas mr Edmund Berkeley (as intermarrying with my 
Daughter Lucy whoe is one of y e Legatys of Nath 11 Bacon Esqr 
Dece a ) hath given me a full Discharge for all sum or sums of 
mony, Lands belonging or appertaining to any part of y e said Ba- 
con's Estate : there being yett two parsells of Land unsold — on 
fourth part of whech belongs to y" said Lucy when soold : y" Land 
Lying on[e] tract on Ohickahominy Swamp in New Kent County: 
the other parsell lyeth Pomonkey neck on Pomonkey Biver which 
Land when sold I Doe oblidge my Selfe to be accountable to y" 
said Berkeley for on[e] fourth part of y° purchase which becomes 
his Doe as Intermarrying with y e aforesaid Lucy as Witnesseth 
my hand this Eighth Day of Febb r 170f 

N. Burwell Lewis Burwell. 

Tho: muspratt 

Thos. Ballard. 

Will of Edmund Berkeley, or Gloucester County. 

[From the original, in possession of Major William N. Berkeley, Charlottes- 
ville, Virginia.] 

In the Name of God Amen. This Fourth day of November In 
the year of our Lord 1710, 1 Edmund Berkely of Gloster County 
in Virginia, Being sick and Weake of Body, but of Perfect mind 
& Memory (Praise be to God) and calling to mind that it is ap- 
pointed for all men Once to Die, do make this my Last Will & 
Testament in the following manner and fform. 

Imprimis: I Bequeath my Soul into the hand of God who 
gave it, and as for my Body I comitt to the Earth to be Decently 
Buried according to the Church of Great Brittain, Not Doubting 
but at the Jeneral Resurrection to receive y e same again by the 
mighty power of God. And as for what Worldly Estate it hath 
Pleased God to bless me with in this life, I dispose of the same as 
followeth. 

Item: I give and Bequeath unto my Dear beloved Wife Twenty 
pounds sterl : a year during her widowhood. 

Item: I give & Bequeath unto my Well beloved Son Edmund 
Berkeley all my Lands, horses, orchards &c, lying & being in Mid- 
dlesex County in Virginia, to him & the Heirs Male of his Body 
Lawfully begotten forever, and [in] case of ffailure of such issue by 
my son Edmund I Do Give & Bequeath the said Lands &c : to my 
son Lewis Berkeley & the Heirs Male of his Body, lawfully begot- 
ten forever. 

Item : I do likewise give & Bequeath unto my son Edmund 
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Two Thousand Acres of Land, lying & being in King William 
County, with y e appurtenances thereof, (which I bought of Mr. 
Philip Whitehead), to him & the Heirs Male of his Body, lawfully 
begotten forever, and in case of failure of such issue by my son 
Edmund I do Give & Bequeath y 8 said lands &c : unto my son 
Lewis and the Heirs Male of his Body lawfully begotten forever. 

Item: I do Give and Bequeath unto my well beloved son 
Lewis Berkeley all my Lands, houses <fec : lying & being in Pets- 
worth Parish, in Gloster County, to him and the Heirs Male of his 
Body lawfully begotten forever. And in case of failure of such 
issue by my son Lewis, Then I give the said Lands &c : unto my 
son Edmund & y" Heirs male of his Body, lawfully begotten for- 
ever. 

Item : I do likewise Give & Bequeath unto my Son Lewis Six- 
teen hundred and odd Acres of Land which I bought of Captain 
John Scarsbrooke, lying & Joyning unto the land which I bought 
of Mr. Philip Whitehead, In King William County aforesaid, to 
him & y e Heirs Male of his Body lawfully begotten forever, and in 
case of failure of such issue by my son Lewis, Then I Give & Be- 
queath y e said Lands &c: unto my son Edmund and the Heirs 
male of his Body lawfully begotten forever. 

Item: It is my will and I do order & appoint that all my 
Negroes be kept on my Several plantations and the Crops of To- 
bacco to be shipt on the Jeneral accompt of my wife & children 
during her widowhood. But immediately upon her marrying, an 
equal division to be made of my Negroes & personal estate in Vir- 
ginia & Elsewhere amongst my wife and children that shall be 
then alive, share and share alike, and it is my will & Desire and I 
do appoint that those Negroes that shall be allotted to my children 
shall remain or be put upon y e several plantations, as my Executors, 
hereafter named, shall think ffitt, and the crops to be shipt upon 
the Joynt accompt of all my children that shall be then alive, and 
soe to continue until any of them come to age or marry, and if it 
be a Girle, then to have her equal share of the cash that shall be 
then raised, and also her share of what Tobacco is then made & 
unsold. And if a Boy then to have his equal share of Negroes & 
cash, and the Negroes to be removed on his land before given him 
in this my will (if not to the prejudice of the crops then Begun), 
and the rest of the Negroes to be kept on the other plantations as 
my executors shall think ffitt, and the produce of their laber to be 
laid up for the use of my son to whom they belong until he shall 



86 William and Mary College Quarterly. 

be qualified to demand them. Two of the Negroes that shall be 
of my Wives [sic] part I give to her to Dispose of as she shall 
think fitt, and those that shall return to my estate to be divided 
between my two sons as hereafter exprest, That is, three to my 
son Edmund and Two to my son Lewis untill they are all Divided. 

Item : I give unto Judith Hundley Twenty-five pounds sterl : or 
a negress to ye value. 

Item: I give unto Henry Seaton Five pounds sterl: to buy a 
piece of plate. 

Item : I doe constitute ordain and appoint My Lovein wife, Mr. 
Nathaniel Burwell, Coll William Bassett & Mr. James Burwell 
executors of this my Last Will & Testament, but whenever my 
Wife Doth marry, immediately thereapon her executrixship shall 
sease. 

In Witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand & seale, 
acknowledging this & no other to be my last will and testament. 

.Edm 30 Berkeley (sSI). 1 

Signed, sealed & declared to be his last will & testament in the 
presence of us. Judith Hundley, Hugh Hughes, Henry Seaton, 
Eliza Harrison; Walker. 

I did rase out ye two lines above ye foure lower lines with my 
own hand Aprill ye 20 th 1711. Edm d Berkeley. 

Well of Edmund Berkeley, of Barn Elms. 2 
In the name of God Amen. I, Edmund Berkeley of the county 
of Middlesex, being Languishing in body but of sound mind & 



1 Seal in wax, bearing crest and coat-of-arros. 

5 "The Barn Elms property was purchased in 1702 from Sir Jeffrey Jeffreys 
and John Jeffreys. The original grant was to John Motrom in 1642, and is, 
if I remember rightly, the oldest document now left in the records of Lan- 
caster county. Parts of the original grant which had passed into the posses- 
sion of the Dudleys were added by purchase of them at different times. 
Some of the papers relating to this land, now in my father's possession, are 
quite interesting on account their of age. Two of the deeds bear the date 1653. 
The copy of the original patent which he once had has disappeared. The 
King William and Caroline lands were purchased in 1696 of Richard White- 
head and Whitehead Ryan. I know nothing of the Whitehead family of to-day, 
but if they desire any information these deeds would afford a good deal and 
also have their coat-of-arms on the seal. There is also a good deal of matter 
relating to the genealogy of the Peyton family in' the papers relating to the 
land in King and Queen purchased of Robert Peyton by Edmund Berkeley. " — 
Francis L. Berkeley. 
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memory, Praised be God for the same, do make this my Last will 
& Testament in manner & forme following. I recommend my soul 
to God and my Body I commit to the Earth to be decently buried 
at the discretion of my executors hereafter named, and believing a 
Resurrection of the dead, I hope to be saved through the merits 
of my Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ : and for such "Worldly 
Estate as God has been pleased to bestow upon me, my will is that 
the same be disposed & ordered as followeth: Viz*. 

I give and bequeath unto my Dear Son Edmund Berkeley my 
tract of land in Middlesex County & to the male Heires of his 
Body, lawfully begotten forever ; and in case of failure of such 
Issue, then I give the said land to my Son Lewis and to the male 
Heires of his Body, lawfully begotten forever ; and in case of failure 
of such issue, then I give the said land to my daughters Lucy, 
Mary and Sarah. 

Item : I give unto my Son Edmund two thousand acres of land 
lying in King William County, which I bought of Mr. Philip 
Whitehead, in the same manner as the afore-mentioned land. 

Item : I give unto my Son Edmund nineteen hundred and 
thirty-six acres of Land in the aforesaid county, bought of Captain 
Scarsbrook and joyning to the two thousand acres of land before 
named, which land I give as aforesaid. 

Item : I give and bequeath unto my Dear Son Lewis Berkeley 
six Hundred ninety eight acres of Land lying in King William 
County, bought of Whitehead Ryan, and joining to the Land afore- 
said, to him and to his male heirs, lawfully begotten forever; and 
in case of failure of such issue, then I give the said Land unto my 
Son Edmund and to the male heirs of his Body, Lawfully begotten 
forever ; and in case of his failure of such issue, then I give the 
said land to my daughters as aforesaid. 

Item: I give unto my son Lewis one tract of Land, lying in 
King & Queen County, bought of Robert Peyton, in ye same 
manner as aforesaid. 

Item : I give unto my son Lewis one tract of land in Gloucester 
County, bought of Barnard, in the same manner as aforesaid. 

Item : I give unto my three Daughters all the mony I now have 
in Great Britain, Virginia or elsewhere, and also what mony shall 
be raised by my Negroes and Stocks before my son Edmund shall 
arrive at the age of twenty-one years. 

Item: I give unto my Daughter Lucy one Negro woman called 
Moel and her son Phil. 
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Item : I give unto my Daughter Mary one Negro girl about four 
years old. 

Item: I give unto my daughter Sarah one Negro girl about four 
years old, -which girles I leave to be chose by my sister Armistead 
out of my Negroes. 

Item: I give unto my sons Edmund & Lewis the rest of my 
negroes, which are to be divided when my son Edmund shall arrive 
at the age. of twenty-one years old [sic], my son Edm* having two 
parts, the other part for my son Lewis, which parts are to be 
divided by my executors. 

Item : I give to my sons Edmund and Lewis all my Stocks of 
Cattle, hoggs, sheep, Horses and mares as the Negroes are given. 

Item: I give unto my sons Edmund and Lewis all my household 
furniture, to be divided as aforesaid. 

Item : I give all my plate to my son Edmund. 

Item: I give unto my sister Martha Armistead my Chariot and 
horses belonging to it. 

My desire is that the house I am now building be only secured 
with a good roof and left to be finished by my son. 

My three daughters I leave to the care and management of my 
sister Armistead, and my two sons I would have kept at school 
until they arrive at ye age of twenty-one years. 

Item: It is my desire and I do appoint my well-beloved friends, 
the Hon ble William Bassett Esq r , and Maj r Nathaniel Burwell and 
Henry Armistead, Executors of this my last will & testament, and 
in witness that this is my last will and Testament, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal the fourteenth day of December one thousand 
seven hundred & eighteen. 

Item: It is my will that my executors Buy five negroes the next 
year to be put on the land I gave to my son Lewis in King William 
County bought of Ryan. 

Signed & sealed in Edmund Berkeley (§55- 

the presence of us 
and acknowledged 
of us 

Fra. Mylne ~) 

Richard Edwards > 
Robert Shelldrake ) 

At a court held for Middlesex County the S 1 day of March one 
thousand seven hundred and eighteen, William Bassett Esq r ., Maj. 
Nathaniel Burwell and Henry Armistead presented this will of 
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Edmund Berkeley Esq., Dec'd, in court, and having made oath 
thereto according to law, the same was proved in court by the 
oaths of ye witnesses to it, and admitted to record. 

Test: W. Stanard, C. C. 

University op Virginia, November 24, 1897. 
The foregoing is a true copy of the copy of the last will of Edmund Berke- 
ley, II., now in possession of my father, Maj. William N. Berkeley. 

Fbancis L. Bebkblbt. 

Will of Sir William Skuwith. 

In the name of God amen the nineteenth day of July one thou- 
sand seven hundred and thirty four, I, William Skipwith, Senior, 
of the county of Middlesex in Virginia, being sick & weak in body, 
but of sound & perfect memory, Praise be given to God for the 
same, and knowing the uncertainty of this life on Earth, do make 
this my last will and testament in manner & form following: first 
principally, I commend my soul to Almighty God, hoping I shall 
receive pardon & remission of all my sins & be saved by the death 
& merits of my blessed saviour & redeemer Jesus Christ & my body 
to the earth to be buried in such decent & Christian manner as 
my executors hereafter named shall think convenient, & as to such 
wordly estate as it has pleased God to lend me, I do order & dispose 
of the same in manner & form following: First, I will that all the 
debts I owe in right or conscience to any person whatever be well 
and truly paid, & also the charges & expenses of my funeral by my 
executors hereafter named. 

Item : I give & bequeath to my son Gray Skipwith all my lands- 
& tenements whatsoever to him & his heirs forever, with this pro- 
viso, that my son Gray Skipwith shall give & convey by such deeds 
in writing or otherwise to my son William Skipwith all the right 
& title my son Gray Skipwith has to a tract of land lying & being 
in the county of King & Queen, and now in the tenure & occupa- 
tion of my son William Skipwith, on his failure of which when 
thereunto required by my son William Skipwith, I then order by 
this my last will that my son W m Skipwith shall have & inherit for 
him & his heirs all my lands before given & bequeathed to my son 
Gray Skipwith forever. 

Item : All the residue & remainder of my estate, be it slaves, 
chattels, goods, or whatsoever kind or quality soever, I order & 
bequeath the same as follows : First, that an inventory be made of 
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the same as recorded in the court of Middlesex County, if my exe- 
cutors hereafter named shall think propper. 2"*, that it be specy- 
fically & equally divided by my executors hereafter named as near 
as they can to my children, viz'.: Gray Skipwith, William Skip- 
with, Henry Skipwith, & Pulwar Skipwith, Ann Skipwith, Dorothy 
Skipwith & Sarah Skipwith, and after such division so made, I 
will & order that my two sons, Gray & William, and my two 
daughters, Ann & Dorothy, be immediately possessed with their 
parts, and all my other children also, my sobs when they attain the 
age of twenty- one years, and daughter at the age of eighteen. 
And if my said two sons, Henry & Pulwar, & my said daughter Sarah 
shall not attain that age before my decease, then I desire my well- 
beloved cousin Matthew Kemp, under whose care my son Henry 
is, to take his part and keep it for him til he shall be of age ; and 
my son William to take under his ward my son Pulwar & also his 
part of my estate; and as to my daughter and her part of my 
estate, I leave it with my exec M to settle her with her part of my 
estate as they shall think proper. 

Item : I will & ordain no part of my estate shall be appraised 
any farther than my exec" shall value it in order to make the divi- 
sion abovesaid. 

Item : I will that my exec™ hereafter named shall not give security 
for any part of my estate. And lastly, I do appoint Maj r Matthew 
Kemp, my well-beloved friend W m Blackburn, & my son W m Skip- 
with execr" of this my last will and testament. But whereas I have 
already given my son W m Skipwith a negro man and a mulatto 
girl with some chattle, I do order that that shall be included as 
part of his part of my estate. In witness whereof that I ordain 
this my last will & testament, I have hereunto set my hand the day 
and year afore written. W m Skipwith, (Seal). 

Signed and delivered in the presence of us, 

James Dudley, 

His 

Dameeson D. X Pasquett. 

Mark. 

At a court held for Middlesex county the 1st day of June, 1736, 
the last will and testament of S r W m Skipwith, Dec 4 , was this 
day presented in court by W m Skipwith, one of the executors there- 
in named, & being proved by the oaths of James Dudley & Dam- 
erson Pasquett, the witnesses to the same, was by the court ordered 
to be recorded. 

Teste, Geay Skipwith, Glk. B Gar. 
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This codicil I have annexed to my last will & testament this twenty- 
ninth day of June one thousand seven hundred & thirty-four, being 
of sound & perfect memory, Praised be God for the same. "Where- 
as in my last will & testament in my bequest to my son Gray Skip- 
with, I have given him all my lands & tenements whatsoever to 
him and his heirs forever. I do by this codicil revoke the same & 
give and bequeath my said lands & tenements to my son Gray 
Skipwith in this manner following : That is to say, I give and be- 
queath to my son Gray Skipwith all my lands & tenements what- 
soever to the heirs lawfully begotten of his Body forever, and for 
want of such heirs, I then give and bequeath the same lands to 
my son W m Skipwith & his heirs forever : but there is a farther 
proviso in my last will & testament wherein my son Gray Skip- 
with is to convey to my son W m Skipwith a good and absolute title 
to certain lands he now holds. I do confirm and ordain every part 
of the same to be good & valid, & if my son Gray Skipwith 
shall fail to perform as there directed, I then make void my be- 
quest of lands to my son Gray Skipwith, & give the same to my 
son W m Skipwith & to his heirs forever. And lastly, if my son 
Gray Skipwith shall fail to hold the place of clerk for the court of 
the county of Middlesex, & and is turned out of the same within 
five years after my decease for his misbehavior or mismanagement 
of that office, I then give & bequeath my above said lands and ten- 
ements to my son W m Skipwith & to his heirs forever, and will & 
ordain that my son William & his heirs be immediately possessed 
with the same forever. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand the day and year above written. W m Skipwith, (s£Ig. 

Signed in the presence of us 
James Dudley, 
Mary Marshall, 

Her 

Jane X Dudley. 

Mark. 

At a court held for Mid* County the 1st day of June, 1736, this 
codicil annexed to the will of S r W m Skipwith, Dec'd, was this day 
proved in court by the oaths of James Dudley & W m Blackburn & 
by the court ordered to be recorded. 

Test. Gray Skipwith, CI. m Cur. 

Copy Test. Tho. Price, Clk. 

University of Virginia, November 24, 1897. 
The foregoing is a true copy made by me this day from the copy in pos- 
session of Maj. Wm. N. Berkeley. Fkancis L. Berkeley, 
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Will of Stephen Field, of King and Queen County. 

In the name of God, Amen. On the eight day of October in ye year 
of our Lord God one thousand seven hundred and twenty- one, I, 
Stephen Field, of Stratton Major parish, in King & Queen county, be- 
ing weak & sick in body, but of sound & perfect memory, thanks be 
to Almighty God, and calling to mind the uncertainty of this transi- 
tory life, do make and ordain & appoint this my last will and tes- 
tament in manner and form following, recommending my soul into 
the hands of the Almighty God that gave it, hopeing through the 
merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour to have remission of all my sins 
and a joyfull resurrection to Eternal life, and my body I order to 
the ground to be buried in such decent and Christian-like manner 
as to my executors, hereafter to be named, shall seem meet. 

Imprimis: I give and bequeath unto my Nephew, Kobert Field, 
one new buckenar gun that was formerly his father's, to him and 
his heirs forever, to be in the custody of my neighbor, James 
Mackentrie, untill such time as he shall be capable to use it. 

Item: I give and bequeath unto my Goddaughter, Mary ffield, 
ten pounds current mony to be paid her by my execut™ at the day 
of her marriage. 

Item: I give unto my Molletto wench Phillis 25 shillings cur- 
rent mony, to be paid her within year and day after my decease. 

Item: I freely give and bequeath unto my beloved wife, Susanna 
ffield, one-third part of my whole estate, both real and personall. 

Item : I leave & bequeath to my son, Eoger ffield two-third part of 
both my Eeal and Personal Estate to be enjoyed & possessed by him 
& his heirs forever, and in case of his decease before the years of 
sixteen, its hereby provided that one equal half of his four negroes 
goe to my well beloved wife, Susanna ffield, to her and her heirs 
forever, the other half to be divided equally between my two cusins, 
Eobert & Mary ffield, and appertain to them & their heirs forever. 

Item: Lastly, I do make, constitute, ordain and appoint my 
beloved wife, Susanna ffield & Churchill Jones, my brother, to be 
the executors of this my last will & Testament, hereby revoaking 
and making void all & every will & wills, testament & testaments 
heretofore made, either by word or writing. In testimony here- 
unto I have sett my hand & fixed my seal the day & year above 
written. Stephen ffield (§§£). 

Signed, sealed and published "> 
in the presence of ug. 5 At a court held for 

Test — James Boyd, ) King & Queen county the 

James Mackendree. 5 26 th day of Feb'y, 1721. 
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This will of Stephen ffield dec'd was this day proved in open 
court by ye oaths of James Boyd & James Mackendree, ye wit- 
nesses to it, and Susanna Field & Churchill Jones, ye executors, 
made oath to this will according to law, and it was admitted to 
record. Test, c c Thacker, CI. Cur. 

Copie— Test. C. C. Thacker, 01. Cur. 
Univbesitt op Virginia, March 21, 1897. 
The foregoing is a true copy of the copy of the will of Stephen Field, now 
in possession of my Father, Maj. Wm. N. Berkeley. 

Francis L. Bbekblet. 

Copt of Marriage Settlement of Edmund Berkeley III. upon His 
Son Edmund Berkeley IV. 

I promise to give to my son, Edmund Berkeley, in case he 
should marry Miss Judith Randolph, twenty slaves, sharers, and 
four half sharers, and sixteen young ones ; my tract of land called 
Purton, in the county of Gloster, my land called Toney's Quarter 
and Pine Top, in the county of King William, and my land in the 
county of King & Queen, and all the stock upon the several planta- 
tions as soon as the said marriage shall take effect. And at my 
death I promise to give to my said son forty slaves more — half of 
them workers. I agree to build for my son as soon as possible a 
convenient dwelling house upon the tract of land in the county of 
King William. 

Given under my hand this twenty-sixth day of May, 1757. 
Witness: Edm. Berkeley. 

John Page. 

Endorsed: "Marriage settlement of E. B. on his son E. B." 

[This marriage took place November 6, 1757.] 



OLD TOMBSTONES IN WESTMORELAND COUNTY. 1 

Copied from a slab in the burial ground on Bridges' Creek, near 
Wakefield, the family seat of the Washingtons. 

Here lyeth the body of John Washington, eldest son to Captain 
Lawrence Washington, who departed this life y e 1CP of January, 
1690, aged 10 years and six months. Also, Mildred Washington, 

1 In order to save space, the length of the lines on the tomb is not pre- 
served. These inscriptions were furnished mainly by Rev. G. W. Beale, 
of Westmoreland county. Those tombstones visited and verified by the editor 
are marked (T). 



